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STATEMENT ON INFECTION CONTROL IN NEW YORK STATE 
ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY OFFICES 

 
In light of recent news reports concerning possible infections at a Tulsa, Okla.-based oral 
surgery practice, the New York State Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons (NYSSOMS) 
wants patients to understand the infection control standards in place here in New York.  New 
York State law and regulation are among the most stringent in this area and require the 
following: 
 

 All dentists, including oral surgeons, must complete course work in infection 
control and barrier precautions, including engineering and work controls to 
prevent the transmission of HIV and the hepatitis b virus (HBV).   

 This course must be taken every four years as required by Section 6505-b of 
the New York State Education Law.  

 Dentists must attest to having completed this requirement to the State Education 
Department on their first licensure/registration application and at every 
subsequent registration. 

 
The American Dental Association (ADA) has long recommended that all practicing dentists, 
dental team members and dental laboratories use standard infection control precautions. The 
ADA worked with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to develop CDC's own 
infection control recommendations for dentistry, which were issued in 1993. Since then, both 
the ADA and CDC have updated and supplemented their recommendations from time to time to 
reflect new scientific knowledge and growing understanding of the principles of infection 
control.  The ADA advises all dentists to follow the CDC’s Infection Control in Dental Health 
Care Settings guidelines. Studies show that following proper infection control procedures 
greatly reduces risk to patients to the point of an extremely remote possibility. 
 
Examples of infection control in the dental office include the use of masks, gloves, surface 
disinfectants and sterilizing reusable dental devices. In addition, dental health care providers 
are expected to follow procedures as required by the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration. 
 
Non-disposable items like dental instruments are cleaned and sterilized between patients. 
Disposable items like needles or gauze are placed in special bags or containers for monitored, 
proper disposal. Infection control precautions also require all dental staff involved in patient 
care to use appropriate protective garb such as gloves, masks, gowns and eyewear. After each 
patient, disposable wear like the gloves and masks are discarded. Before seeing the next 
patient, the members of the treatment team scrub their hands and put on a new pair of gloves. 

 
 
 

- For More Information, contact Michael Herrmann at NYSSOMS at 518-465-0044 
 

http://www.op.nysed.gov/title8/
http://www.ada.org/sections/professionalResources/pdfs/guidelines_cdc_infection.pdf

